Turtle Lake Township Annual Meeting Minutes
March 10, 2026 8:30 p.m. Turtle Lake Town Hall 19143 Lake Julia Dr NW

Meeting called to order at 8:30 p.m. by Clerk Lynn Johnson. In attendance and signed in are Michelle
Anderson, Marc Anderson, Tony Johnson, Mychal Stittsworth, Christine Malterud, Leigh Sovde, Mark
Haugen, Kenneth McBride. Diane Valerius, Dan Valerius, Todd Haugen. Maria Kne, Keni Johnson,
Phil Verchota. Julie Verchota, Corey Wright. Glen Lindseth, Chad Jacobson, Tristan Michealson, Nate
Heim, Billy Ayers. Dave Close, Sherrie Clapp. and Kelly Booge.

The pledge of allegiance was recited.

Nominate and Elect a Moderator

Michelle Anderson nominated Mark Haugen as Moderator, with a second by Leigh Sovde. Vote was
called for. Motion passed by majority vote.

Approve Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda as presented made by Kenneth McBride, with a second by Todd Haugen.
Moderator Haugen asked if there were any additions or discussion then called for the vote. Motion
passed by majority vote.

Approve Minutes of March 11, 2025 Annual Meeting

Motion by Michelle Anderson to approve the minutes from the annual meeting of March 11, 2025.
Second by Todd Haugen. Moderator Haugen asked if there were any additions or discussion then
called for the vote. Motion passed by majority vote.

Reading of Board of Audit Report

Clerk Lynn Johnson read the 2026 Board of Audit report to the attendees.

Township Road Discussion

Discussion concerning upcoming road projects and projects completed in 2025 was had. Of the seven
roads that were previously chosen as needing work. two have been completed and one is scheduled for
spring/summer 2026. The roads that have been completed are Turgi Hill Road and Werner Road. Old
Long Lake Road was put out for bids and the job was awarded to Sparky’s Construction for
$171.,458.00. Future projects will be considered after the findings from the road tour in April. A
question about the town getting bids on projects before setting the levy was asked. The town
previously had the engineer look at several roads and give an estimate on the cost to repair. This is the
basis for the recommended levy amount.

Annual Township Picnic

Motion by Michelle Anderson to permit the town Board to host an annual township picnic. Second by



Lynn Johnson. Moderator Haugen asked for discussion then called for the vote. Motion passed by
majority vote.

2027 Annual Township Meeting

Motion to hold the 2027 Annual Meeting on March 9. 2027 at 8:30 p.m. at the Turtle Lake Township
Hall. 19143 Lake Julia Drive NW made by Michelle Anderson, second by Keni Johnson. Moderator
Haugen asked for discussion then called for the vote. Motion passed by majority vote.

2026 Donations

Donation amounts from the last five years were reviewed. For the last two years the constituents
approved $3.550.00 for the Board to donate to qualified organizations. Motion by Glen Lindseth to
authorize the Board to make up to $3,550.00 in donations, second by Kenneth McBride. Moderator
Haugen asked for discussion then called for the vote.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer’s report was reviewed by the attendees. A question on what the General Fund is used for was
asked. It is used for administrative expenses including phone, electric, office supplies, and payroll.
Another question on why the amount received was $8.000.00 more than the levy amount and the
reason is that the town receives payments from the State of Minnesota and Beltrami County that are not
part of the levy. A request to break out road expenses between regular maintenance and major re-
construction projects for future reference was made. This will be done going forward.

2025 Levy

Discussion took place concerning these funds. The Board of Audit report and the treasurer’s summary
report was reviewed to see what was recommended by the Board and to see what was spent in 2025.

Motion by Michelle Anderson to set the Fire Fund Levy at $120,000.00, with a second by Corey
Wright. Moderator Haugen asked for discussion. How much is left on the $1,000,000.00 loan
obtained by the RFA for a fire truck was asked. Turtle Lake’s RFA Representative Kenneth McBride
said he was not aware of such a loan but there is an estimate for the purchase of a new engine in 2026
in the City of Bemidji’s capital budget. Moderator Haugen called for the vote. Motion passed by
majority vote.

Motion by Glen Lindseth to set the Cemetery Fund Levy at $2,000.00, with a second by Michelle
Anderson. Moderator Haugen asked for discussion then called for the vote. Motion passed passed by
majority vote.

Motion by Michelle Anderson to set the Building Fund Levy at $25,000.00, with a second by Keni
Johnson. Moderator Haugen asked for discussion. Repairs needed to the town hall were discussed and
the attendees were informed that the archeological survey, which was needed before the failing
foundation of the town hall can be replaced, has been completed. No significant artifacts were found
and we can now move forward on applying for another grant to fund the foundation replacement.
There may be some matching funds required and the town needs to plan for that. This is a long process
and any money received from grants cannot be spent on building maintenance. Moderator Haugen
called for the vote. Motion passed by majority vote.



Motion by Michelle Anderson to set the General Fund Levy at $80,000.00, with a second by Lynn
Johnson. Moderator Haugen asked for discussion. It was questioned if that much was needed. With
receipts of $78.325.89 and expenses of $77.352.39 in 2025, along with the increase of costs in general,
the Board felt the levy should be increased from the $70,000.00 levied for 2026. Moderator Haugen
called for the vote. Motion passed by majority vote.

Motion by Michelle Anderson to set the Road & Bridge Fund Levy at $500,000.00. Second by Leigh
Sovde. Moderator Haugen asked for discussion then called for the vote. With several votes for and
several votes against, Moderator Haugen called for a show of hands. Motion carried with 13 votes for
and 9 against.

2027 levy is set as follows:

General Fund $80.,000.00

Road and Bridge  $500,000.00

Building $25.000.00

Cemetery $2,000.00

Fire $120,000.00
Total: $727,000.00
Open Forum

A representative from First Responders spoke to the constituents about the work that they do. They
respond to accidents, help people who have fallen, sometimes respond to fires as support to the fire
department. A question on how may calls they get for Turtle Lake Township was asked and it is
anywhere from 15 to 20 in a year. The constituents thanked him for his service.

Adjourn

Motion to adjourn made by Michelle Anderson with a second by Tony Johnson. Meeting adjourned at
9:20 p.m.
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