Turtle Lake Township Regular Meeting Minutes
March 2, 2026, 19143 Lake Julia Dr. NW Bemidji, MN

The regular meeting of the governing body of Turtle Lake Township, Beltrami County MN was called to order
at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Michelle Anderson. Also in attendance are Vice Chair Kenneth McBride, Supervisors
Leigh Sovde, Mark Haugen, Treasurer Christine Malterud, Road Supervisor/Zoning Administrator Kelly Booge
and Clerk Lynn Johnson. Supervisor Corey Wright was unable to attend tonight’s meeting.

Public Attendees

Julie Verchota. Phil Verchota, Dave Close, Kate Tsar, Tony Johnson, Chad Jacobson and Kristy Roberts.

Approve Agenda

Motion to approve agenda by Supervisor Haugen, second by Chair Anderson. Motion carried 4-0.

Approve Board of Audit Meeting Minutes of February 2,2026

Motion to approve the Board of Audit meeting minutes of February 2, 2026 by Vice Chair McBride, second by
Supervisor Sovde. Motion carried 4-0.

Approve Regular Meeting Minutes of February 2, 2026

Motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of February 2, 2026 by Chair Anderson, second by Supervisor
Haugen. Motion carried 4-0.

Approve March 2, 2026 Treasurer’s Report

Motion to approve treasurer’s report of March 2, 2026 by Chair Anderson, second by Supervisor Sovde. Motion
carried 4-0.

Approve Claims and Payroll

Motion to approve claims and payroll by Chair Anderson, second by Supervisor Sovde. Motion carried 4-0.

OLD BUSINESS

Mark Fuller Old Long Lake Road

Mark Fuller did not attend this meeting so Road Supervisor Booge presented the results from the bidding on the
Old Long Lake Road project. Six bids were received ranging from $171 ,000.00 to $268,000.00. Sparky’s
construction was lowest at $171.458.48. Both Mark Fuller and Road Supervisor Booge recommend accepting
this bid. Construction will begin after the road dries out, likely in June or July. Freeberg & Grund will give the
contractor a window of starting time and a limit on the time allowed to completion. Motion by Vice Chair
McBride to accept Sparky’s Construction’s bid, second by Chair Anderson. Motion carried 4-0.



General Road/Zoning Update

Road Supervisor Booge reported that he had received a couple of questions on when roads would be plowed.
He explained that after the early thawing and subsequent snow fall, plowing needed to wait until the roads firm
up or plow trucks will rut up the roads. Plowing was done the next morning after night time freezing.

Crack sealing for asphalt roads was scheduled for this summer, excluding Idlewild, which will be examined for
spot patching.

Supervisor Sovde informed the Board that he went to Gryce Styne Rd to look at the cleanup that needs to be
done. As was reported at the February meeting, there are numerous fallen trees that need to be cleared back
further from the road edge and brushing should be done on the corners to improve visibility. Road Supervisor
Booge will work on getting this taken care of.

Proposed Durand Road Agreement

An agreement was sent to Durand Township for their review and they emailed several questions to Clerk. Road
Supervisor Booge and Clerk met to discuss the questions and a reply was sent. There has been no response as of
tonight’s meeting.

Proposed Northern Road Agreement

Proposed road agreement to share the maintenance cost of Lake Beltrami Rd at 70% Turtle Lake and 30%
Northern was reviewed by the Board. Motion to approve agreement by Chair Anderson, second by Vice Chair
McBride. Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS

RFA Meeting

RFA Rep McBride reported on the Joint Powers Meeting of the RFA. Chief Sherwood reported that there were
1,525 calls in 2025, which less than 10% were fire. 701 were medical emergency and rescues. Turtle Lake had
6 incidents. Capital Summary Budget for 2026-2032 is $1,365.855.00 for 2026, $0.00 for 2027, $540,000.00
for 2028, $118,750.00 for 2029, $125,000.00 for 2030. $0.00 for 2031 and $1,843,904.00 for 2032. The
budgeted numbers for 2026 and 2032 include new fire engines.

Public and Other

Vice Chair McBride had a resident ask him if data centers are allowed within the township. They were
concerned with the potential high amount of water and energy usage. The current zoning ordinance does not
list data centers as an allowed land use district.

Correspondence

MAT spring short course reminder.

Adjourn
Motion to adjourn at 7:55 p.m. by Chair Anderson, second by Supervisor Sovde. Motion carried 4-0.
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Approval of these Minutes from the March 2, 2026 Regular Township Meeting

ApprovedL/OM JF&Q/OQ@/L\ ﬁé& ~ pae 4/ b/ >
L O N O/

Kﬁ%/ij/l EWM
P ///M
B

s

7




