(Not final until approved/signed by the Board)
Turtle Lake Township

Regular Meeting Minutes

December 5, 2011
1. Meeting called to order at 7:08 PM by Chairman Howard Schultz. Also in attendance are Janee Hill, Al Lidstrom, Bruce Skipton, Russ Bennett, Gail Dockendorf (Treasurer) and Clerk. A few members of the public attended and are listed below under Public and Other. 

2. Approve Agenda.

An addition to the agenda submitted by Bruce Skipton to add discussion point of “Palmer Drive NW – Stryker Way Fourth Addition” under new business. It was properly added and discussed.  Motion to approve agenda was made, with no further adjustments to the agenda, by Bruce Skipton and seconded by Al Lidstrom.  Motion carried 4/0.
3. Approve Minutes.
Motion made by Russ Bennett to approve the November 7, 2011 minutes, seconded by Al Lidstrom. Motion carried 4/0.

4. Approve Treasurer’s Report.

Motion made by Bruce Skipton to approve the Treasurer’s report, seconded by Al Lidstrom. Motion carried 4/0. 
5. Approve Claims/Payroll.

Motion made by Bruce Skipton to approve the Claims/Payroll report, seconded by Al Lidstrom.  Motion carried 4/0.
6. Public and Other.

Travis Kelm and Willard Kelm were present to discuss, if needed, their snowplowing quote. Gary Lockner of our Planning and Zoning committee was present to discuss zoning topics with the board of supervisors.
7. New Business.
a. Gary Lockner presented zoning suggestions to the board and all discussed section by section our townships zoning game plan. A number of related subjects surfaced concerning zoning. A few such items were: cell towers, turbine wind fans farms and residential fans; agricultural zoning vs. Natural environment; overpopulating with cattle and nuisance clauses.
b. Reflective Sign Plan and Worksheets: Howard Schultz spoke briefly to the new Minnesota plan and documents were distributed that outlined the plan. Some worksheets were also made available to all.
c. Assessor Fees: Motion made by Russ Bennett to approve payment to Beltrami County for assessor fees. Seconded by Bruce Skipton and motion carried 4/0. 

d. Palmer Road:  Clerk was tasked to write a letter to realtor who wishes to use Palmer Drive for access to buyer property. Palmer Drive is a public road so letter will be written stating this and also stating that if improvements to that road were needed the town board must be addressed and the 66 foot right of way prescribed by Beltrami County must be adhered to.

e. Filing Cabinet: Purchase of a new filing cabinet approved so Clerk can stay organized with all township matters.
8. Old Business.
a. Snowplowing quotes: Snowplowing for winter 2011 thru May of 2012 awarded to Joel Johnson.

b. MAT comp insurance offering: Clerk reported (as requested last month) that our Township does have comp insurance on our township employees. It was suggested that the dog catcher be added to list of insured and clerk will insure this is accomplished.  We have held this insurance with MAT since 1993. 
c. Other Insurance Coverage: A motion for a resolution to increase insured value of the township hall was made by Al Lidstrom and seconded by Russ Bennett. Resolution was signed and clerk will proceed with changes through MAT. A document outlining other liability insurance was submitted to the board by the clerk via mail earlier in the month. The option to raise deductible was not accepted. Deductible will remain at $250.
d. Non-FEMA Road Update:  Howie Schultz discussed ditching on Old Long Lake Road.

e. FEMA Road Update: Howie Schultz discussed completion of Idlewild by Don Thomas and suggested the residents seem pleased with the progress.
f. Hearing Order for Werner Road ROW:  Bruce Skipton will review verbiage on this hearing order, and at that time someone from the board will visit with the two impacted residents. Once this is completed clerk will post notice of meeting in Pioneer and post as prescribed. 
g. Campbell Lake Park: Clerk announced that the deed for our new park was in the mail according to Beltrami County and the taxes and register fees have been paid. The park is now officially owned by the township.
h. 911 Task Force: Al Lidstrom reviewed and confirmed that no change in township roads has occurred in the last year therefore all members of the board signed off on the Beltrami Country 911 task force document.
i. End Term for Board Members: Document was presented to the board by clerk upon Howie Schultz’s previous request. Bruce Skipton is up for election this spring.
j. Cemetery Updates: N/A this month.

k. Equipment on township road right-of-way(s):  Some discussion again took place on the liability to the township and to the property owners if anyone would get injured due to collision with equipment or other items on the township road right of ways. A previous concern with a resident seems to have been rectified. 

l. January meeting date change: Due to the holiday’s the January meeting of the Turtle Lake Township Board will be changed from January 2nd to January 9th.  Motion was made at previous meeting by Russ Bennett and seconded by Janee Hill. Motion carried 3/0. Clerk will post new date as prescribed by law.

          9.      Correspondence.  None this month. 
10.   Adjourn (Motion).  Motion made to adjourn at 9:43 PM by Al Lidstrom and second made by Bruce Skipton.  Motion  approved 4/0.

Approved:     _______________________________________                            Date:    _________________________________


    _______________________________________


    _______________________________________


    _______________________________________


    _______________________________________

Kirby Bahr, Clerk

               Home 218-444-6510
                  vkb1@paulbunyan.net 
