(Not final until approved/signed by the Board)
Turtle Lake Township

Regular Meeting Minutes

November 7, 2011
1. Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM by Vice-Chairman Russ Bennett. Absent were Howard Schultz and Bruce Skipton. Janee Hill, Al Lidstrom, the Treasurer and the Clerk were also present. A number of members  of the  public attended and are listed below under Public and Other. 

2. Approve Agenda.

An adjustment to the agenda proposed by Russ Bennett, due to only three supervisors at this meeting, and due to the fact  that one supervisor may have pressing family matters to attend to and have to leave early, the agenda would be acted upon by those items that needed a motion and vote first. Moved by Janee Hill and seconded by Al Lidstrom.  Motion carried 3/0.
3. Approve Minutes.
Moved by Al Lidstrom to approve the October 3, 2011 minutes. Seconded by Janee Hill. Motion carried 3/0.

4. Approve Treasurer’s Report.

Treasurer pointed out that her report reflects an additional payment, not previously given to the clerk, to the Internal Revenue Service for 3rd quarter taxes. Clerk given a copy of IRS form and will add to claims and mail to IRS. Also, Bruce Skipton did not appear for the meeting and his attendance check will be voided, clerk will adjust payroll. Moved by Janee Hill to approve the Treasurer’s Report as stated. Seconded by Al Lidstrom. Motion carried 3/0. 
5. Approve Claims/Payroll.

Motion by Russ Bennett to approve the Claims/Payroll report, with the addition of aforementioned IRS payment and removal of Bruce Skipton payroll payment for this meeting. Motion was seconded by Janee Hill.  Motion carried 3/0.
6. Public and Other.

We had multiple guests from the public including Joel Johnson, Kim Speck, Travis Kelm, Ashley Schmidt, Willard Kelm, Terry Newby, Wade Newby, Georgene Gross and Fred Kelm. The main reason for attendance was for the opening of snowplowing quotes we had requested. Also, Terry and Wade Newby were present to ask for renewal sign off for their liquor licenses.
7. New Business.
a. Renwal of liquor licenses: Russ Bennett made a motion we approve Wade Newby’s 3.2 liquor license for Newby’s store and Al Lidstrom seconded. Motion carried 3/0.  Russ Bennett made a motion we approve Terry Newby’s liquor license for Newby’s liquor store and Al Lidstrom seconded. Motion carried 3/0.
b. Snowplowing quotes:  Clerk instructed to open and read quotes for snowplowing from Anderson Construction, Joel Johnson Construction and Travis Kelm of Kelm Grading. Since two board members were absent at this meeting, Russ Bennett made the motion to postpone the decision of what  company will get our snowplowing business until the December 5th meeting so all supervisors might express their input and vote. Motion was seconded by Al Lidstrom and a 3/0 vote was recorded.  In the interim, since snowplowing was going to begin on the 15th of November as was our intent, Mr. Joel Johnson agreed to continue to provide these services if snow removal is necessary before this next meeting. Some discussions took place with the group concerning use of subcontractors, insurance, and random drug testing. 
c. MAT comp insurance offering: While in attendance at the October BATO meeting, Howard Schultz, Chairman, discovered MAT is offering what appears to be very inexpensive comp insurance coverage for all board members including zoning, clerk and treasurer. Estimates were given but board feels Clerk should get real numbers. Motion to further investigate made by Russ and seconded by Janee Hill. Motion carried 3/0. Clerk will investigate further and report at December 5th meeting. 
d. Other Insurance Coverage: More discussion concerning liability insurances covering our park(s), volunteers and etc. arose and Clerk will get a copy of current coverages to the board by mail before the next meeting so some discussion can occur. 
e. Christmas Party:  Some discussion on potential non-business Christmas get together for township teams occurred.  

f. Equipment on township road right-of-way(s):  Some discussion took place on the liability to the township and to the property owners if anyone would get injured due to collision with equipment or other items on the township road right of ways. Janee Hill will discuss this with a resident who is on or close to the right of way, and report back her findings.
g. January meeting date change: Due to the holiday’s the January meeting of the Turtle Lake Township Board will be changed from January 2nd to January 9th.  Motion was made by Russ Bennett and seconded by Janee Hill. Motion carried 3/0. Clerk will post new date as prescribed by law.

h. 911 Road Confirmation:  Beltrami County has requested we verify if any of our township roads have been changed as a part of the 911 initiative. Al Lidstrom will compare new map sent to use by the county with our records to insure the new map is accurate. At that time the board will sign off on the document and clerk will return to the county.
i. Hall rental agreement: The board agreed that this document was of value to the township and a motion was made by Russ Bennett to adopt the document. Second was placed by Janee Hill and the motion passed 3/0. This document has also been approved by Troy Gilchrist, township attorney.

j. Volunteer services  form: The board was presented with a document that would make it mandatory for township “volunteers” to sign when applicable. The board agreed that this might even drive away volunteers and is not necessary since we have so few anyway.

k. Dog Issue:  A member of the community has had some problems with neighbor’s dogs encroaching on their property and trying to get into a cage holding their rabbits. Some discussions took place suggesting possible actions to help mitigate this problem.
8. Old Business.
a. Hearing Order for Werner Road ROW:  Hearing order needs input from Bruce Skipton to be finalized. Bruce was not in attendance at the meeting and the clerk will attempt to contact him in order to keep this initiative moving forward.
b. Road hazard letters results: Clerk distributed responses from Beltrami County Engineer Bruce Hasbargen concerning safety issues we brought to his attention. One suggestion will be acted upon (Lindseth Hill) and one suggestion will not be. (Irvine Avenue). Clerk may engage Bruce with further discussion on the latter.
c. FEMA: Clerk gave update on FEMA. 

d. Campbell Lake Park: Clerk gave update on status of tax-exempt package township is wanting in order to establish a park for community use.

e. Gryce Stein Road:  Clerk and Deputy Clerk spent six man hours going over documents to try to uncover any evidence that Gryce Stein Road…beginning after the .56 mile mark (bus stop and end of snowplowing/grading area marked by sign) was possibly also a township road. There was no evidence found to support that.
f. Non-Fema Roads:  Per a note to the board by Howard Schultz, Chairman, all regular road projects are completed.
          9.      Correspondence.  Two items read. 
10.   Adjourn (Motion).  Motion made to adjourn at 8:33 PM by Al Lidstrom and second made by Janee Hill.  Motion  approved 3/0.

Approved:     _______________________________________                            Date:    _________________________________


    _______________________________________


    _______________________________________


    _______________________________________


    _______________________________________

Kirby Bahr, Clerk

               Home 218-444-6510
                  vkb1@paulbunyan.net 
