(Not final until Board approved)

Turtle Lake Township

Planning and Zoning Commission

Meeting Minutes

10/20/2011

1. Meeting called to order at 7:06 p.m. by Al Lidstrom. Members present are Ken Hanson, Georgene Gross and Gary Lockner. Clerk, is also present. There are no public attendees. 

2. Motion to approve Agenda as is by Georgene Gross, seconded by Ken Hanson..  Motion carried: 3/0.
3. Completed and signed all expense forms.
4. Motion to approve and sign minutes of the September 15, 2011 Planning and Zoning Commission meeting made by Georgene Gross and seconded by Ken Hanson. Motion  carried: 3/0. 
5. New Business::
a.   Discussion of documents submitted by Al Lidstrom:  Documents included Scambler Township, Otter Tail County, sub division ordinance; fee schedule examples; and a document from Beltrami County reflecting their subdivision controls ordinance.   
6. Old Business:

a. Comprehensive Land Use Plan: has been submitted to publisher/printer by Gary Lockner and should be ready for distribution in 30 days.

b. Subdivision Ordinance: Members of team still feel document is somewhat wordy and some verbiage will be extracted and put into an appendix to make the document easier to understand by readers. Gary Lockner had discussions with Bruce Skipton, who wrote the original document, in order to insure the zoning team was working towards a common goal/document. It was noted that a reference to appendix II is needed within this document also. Some of the items that could be included in our subdivision ordinance include items from the Scambler Township’s subdivision ordinance and article 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 (8 needs minor adjustments).  Items 2, 3, and 9 of this document do not apply.  Gary Lockner will change language a bit and adopt parts of the Scambler document. Clerk will review and edit the final Turtle Lake Township Subdivision Ordinance document once prepared. These edits will be limited to sentence and paragraph structure etc. and will not impact the intended meaning of the document. 
c. Zoning Ordinance: 
a. A zoning map will be inserted into the zoning ordinance. This map will be in addition to current and future land use maps. 

b. Gary Lockner will attend the regular board meeting on December 5th to discuss and present the zoning ordinance to that team. Clerk will insure he is on the agenda.

 c. Board of Adjustment: 
a. A brief discussion concerning reporting and recommendation by the BOA. It is understood that the BOA will make final decisions on variances and not the regular Township Board. 
b.  Some brief discussion took place on the difference between a “variance” and “use”.  A variance being defined as “a variance from a rule”.  Variances might include plot size, setbacks and business out of home.
. 

5. Public Business:: No public attended.

6. Motion to Adjourn::  Made at 8:00 p.m. by Ken Hanson and seconded by Gary Lockner. Motion passed 3/0.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00.
Minutes prepared and submitted by Kirby Bahr, Clerk.   

Signed: ____________________________                
Date: __________________
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