(Not final until approved/signed by the Board)
Turtle Lake Township

Regular Meeting Minutes

September 12, 2011

1. Meeting called to order at 6:58 PM by Chairman Howard Schultz. All Supervisors, the Treasurer and the Clerk were present. Two members of the public representing Carver Road Home Owner’s, Steve VanDyke and Royal Rivard, were  present. Suzanne Thomas, representing Cornerstone Community Church, was also present.
2. Approve Agenda.

An addition to the agenda proposed by Howard Schultz, Item 8D revised to welcome Suzanne Thomas representing Cornerstone Community Church was added. Also, Howard adds comment on rumor of natural gas moving deeper into the township, stating it appears it is just that, a rumor so far. Moved by Russ Bennett to approve the agenda with a second motion by Al Lidstrom. Motion carried 4/0.
3. Approve Minutes of regular meeting of July 6, 2011.

Moved by Al Lidstrom to approve the August 1, 2011 minutes as is. Seconded by Bruce Skipton. Motion carried 4/0.

4. Approve Treasurer’s Report.

Moved by Janee Hill to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Seconded by Al Lidstrom. Motion carried 4/0. Gail Dockendorf, Treasurer, briefly discussed automated check writing process that she has implemented.
5. Approve Claims/Payroll.

Motion by Janee Hill to approve the Claims/Payroll report. Motion was seconded by Russ Bennett. 
6. Public and Other.

Two representatives from Carver Road Home Owner’s Association were present to discuss the need for repair to a collapsing culvert on Lindseth Road, and also requesting assistance to knock down the dust on the same roadway. Howard has recommended crushed concrete and class five gravel where appropriate. Russ Bennett suggested digging out the culvert first and strengthening the base to help avoid further collapse of the culvert and Howard agreed that was indeed an appropriate step. All members of the board were in approval of these repairs. 
Steve and Royal then retired from the building after these discussions.
Suzanne Thomas inquired  of the board if their Cornerstone Community Church members could rent the Turtle Lake Townhall from  about October through May since their place of worship was not ready to be populated. The board agreed unanimously  to allow this. No rent will be charged and Suzanne’s group has agreed to attend to any heating bills that would be incurred by the community. Motion made by Al Lidstrom to  approve and seconded by Bruce Skipton. Motion carried 4/0.
7. Old Business.
a. Road Paving Proposal: Howard  reminded the supervisors to review the road paving proposal for further discussion in the near future.

b. FEMA update: Howard and the clerk gave an update on status of the FEMA project. A spreadsheet was shared with the group representative of the dollars that Jan Meersman, our FEMA man in the field, has proposed to FEMA for refund. More dollars proposals are coming as Jan works through all the data we have offered his group.

c. Non-FEMA Road Update: Howard gave brief discussion on non-FEMA roads and issues.
d. Werner Road ROW updates: Bruce Skipton presented a new map based on documents he has been instrumental in retrieving from Liberty Township. This new information eased the burden of obtaining right-of-way easements by lowering the number of parcels and land owners to two for the Werner lake recording. (Note: parcels consist of 5, 10 and 12. 5 being the Tax  Forfeit Property the township will soon own) Clerk distributed notes from recent meeting with Mr. Troy Gilchrist, our advising attorney, reflecting discussions that took place in Walker with Howard, clerk and Troy, on August 26th 2011. Clerk also advised board that the first steps of this process were completed at the annual township meeting in March of this year. Clerk was tasked to continue process moving forward. Clerk was given subject documents received from Liberty concerning this project for safekeeping.
e. Tax Forfeit Parcel Update: Clerk gave update on status of Campbell Lake Tax Forfeit Parcel. 
. 

8. New Business.
a. Cemetery:  Janee Hill and Bruce Skipton were given deeds for recently recorded cemetery plots. Janee requested clerk mail one of the deeds to the new owner. 

New Plat Maps dated 1905 were reviewed by Janee and Bruce with board. 

Howard requested Janee or Bruce contact Cease concerning a funeral and Janee and Bruce had already taken care of this task.

b. Planning and Zoning.  Members of the board were given working copies of the new Comprehensive Land Use Plan created by the planning and zoning team, for review. Gary Lockner will be getting final copies printed next week (the week  of September 19th) and has requested input for changes be received prior to then. Al Lidstrom responded to a couple questions concerning this document. The clerk presented the board with a drawing made by Gary Lockner as a suggested cover for this document.
c. Township Picnic:  Picnic:  The board agreed to change the date of our annual township picnic, from the last Sunday in July to the first Sunday in August. The thought was this may create greater participation and also it will help avoid other attractions going on that same July weekend.

d. Kohl’s Resort:  Howard reminded the board a letter needed to be sent to Kohl’s concerning a sewer line location. Howard will work with clerk to create this letter. 
e. Snow Plowing:  A request for quotes will go out to interested parties for plowing township roads this winter. This request must be published in the Pioneer newspaper per the board. No date set for this item.
f. Website Update:  The clerk requested all parties review content of Turtle Lake Township web site (www.turtlelaketownship.org). updates, corrections and/or deletion requests should  be sent to clerk for action. It is imperative to have accurate  information on this site  to garner public trust in the data presented.

g. Brushing and tree removal.  Update from Howard Schultz.
h. Road Safety Item:  Discussion took place concerning hazards on country road 305, Wildwood. The last 1.6 miles from bottom of Lindseth Hill to Junction of 22 and 305 is very hilly and curvy. Suggestion was put forth to engage Beltrami Country with a letter  requesting no passing signs in this area, and possibly an additional speed limit sign. Several near accidents have been reported. Clerk will draft a note and Howard will edit prior to submitting to the County.
i. Correspondence: Four items read by clerk.  
9. Adjourn (Motion).  Motion made to adjourn at 9 PM by Bruce Skipton and second made by Russ Bennett. Motion  approved 4/0.

Approved:     _______________________________________                            Date:    _________________________________


    _______________________________________


    _______________________________________


    _______________________________________


    _______________________________________

Kirby Bahr, Clerk

    Home 218-444-6510


vkb1@paulbunyan.net 
